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grants provide eligible communities 
with funding to increase economic ac-
tivity and create jobs. 

Many regions, including western New 
York, have benefited from the avail-
ability of Community Development 
Block Grants to support neighborhood 
reinvestment, affordable housing, and 
economic development. 

Mr. Speaker, this program has a 
strong history of bipartisan support 
since its creation by President Gerald 
Ford in 1974. Shamefully, the amount 
funded this year is actually $1 billion 
less than what was allocated to the 
program 39 years ago. 

I’m proud to have joined over 100 of 
my House colleagues to express con-
cern with this funding cut and urge 
Community Development Block Grant 
funding to be fully restored. These 
cuts, that come at the expense of our 
local communities, would have a nega-
tive impact on the national economy. 

f 

OBAMACARE EMPLOYMENT 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, every week 
I hear from constituents who are being 
hurt by the implementation of the Af-
fordable Care Act. The law is imposing 
new costs on businesses and workers, 
reducing take-home pay, reducing the 
number of jobs available, and reducing 
the number of hours employees are 
working. 

Survey after survey confirms that 
the anecdotes I hear from back home 
are true for Americans across the coun-
try. A survey of 300 accountants finds 
that employers are holding back on 
hiring workers and that some are even 
paring back their payrolls. 

CNBC reports that doctors are skep-
tical and confused about the implemen-
tation of the law. Workers, doctors, 
and employers have every right to be 
confused since the Affordable Care Act 
is being implemented haphazardly and 
without regard to the law as it is writ-
ten. Beneficiaries will sign up for sub-
sidies without income verification. 

We don’t truly know what we’ll get 
until October, but we can say with con-
fidence that it won’t be what the Presi-
dent promised years ago. Americans 
won’t be saving $2,500 a year, many will 
lose the coverage they have, and others 
will have to switch to a new doctor. 

Many promises have already been 
broken, and more disappointment is 
bound to happen. 

f 

OFFENSIVE REMARKS ABOUT 
DREAMERS 

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, recently, one of our Re-
publican colleagues made remarks 
about the Hispanic community and 

children that have no place in our pub-
lic discourse. These words offend 
DREAMers, who have been brought to 
this country through no fault of their 
own, and they offend our entire Nation. 

In talking about DREAMers, Rep-
resentative STEVE KING said: 

For every one who’s a valedictorian, 
there’s another 100 out there who weigh 130 
pounds, and they’ve got calves the size of 
cantaloupes because they are hauling 75 
pounds of marijuana across the desert. 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know what’s 
more disappointing, that the most ex-
treme voices in the Republican Con-
ference continue to make appalling 
comments about the Hispanic commu-
nity or that the rest of my Republican 
colleagues are silent on this kind of of-
fensive and outrageous rhetoric. 

At a time when we should be working 
together to address our broken immi-
gration system, these hateful words 
only seek to divide rather than bring 
people together to find common 
ground. 

It’s no wonder that the American 
people continue to see House Repub-
licans as out of touch when comments 
like these are made. 

f 

ENERGY VISION 2020 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
Energy Vision 2020, it’s an all-Amer-
ican, all-of-the-above energy vision 
that puts our Nation on the path to en-
ergy independence and security. 

How? We don’t take anything off the 
table. We harvest and explore all of our 
energy options, not stifle them. We do 
this through real regulatory reform, 
cutting red tape, and empowering pri-
vate market innovation. 

We work to keep our projects and 
technologies safe. If a venture is dan-
gerous or environmentally unsafe, then 
say ‘‘no.’’ But the key is, ‘‘no’’ can’t be 
the final answer. 

Regulatory agencies must become 
partners in progress with America’s in-
dustries and businesses, striving to 
reach our full potential and finding the 
answers we need to get there. 

There will be opponents to progress. 
Environmental extremists will throw 
their tired rhetoric around with no 
basis in scientific fact. But we can’t sit 
idly by, letting America remain de-
pendent on foreign energy sources and 
letting other countries seize our busi-
nesses and innovation opportunities. 

Energy 2020 will get us focused. It’s 
the next great horizon of American 
exceptionalism. 

f 

AMERICAN JOBS ACT 

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s now been 934 days since I came to 
Congress and there has not been a sin-

gle vote on serious legislation to ad-
dress our unemployment crisis. 

Amidst the distractions, amidst the 
scandals, amidst the tragedies, the sin-
gle overriding focus of the American 
people remains the same: jobs and the 
economy. The polls speak volumes. 

Mr. Speaker, today I’m taking an im-
portant step to end distractions and 
get the Congress back to work for the 
people, for the unemployed, for the suf-
fering. Today, I am reintroducing 
President Obama’s American Jobs Act, 
which expired last year without even 
reaching the House floor. The Amer-
ican Jobs Act is popular for a reason: 
independent analysts have shown it 
would create 1.9 million jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, bring this bill to a vote 
and you will restore public trust in the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. The American Jobs Act deserves a 
vote. Mr. Speaker, our mantra should 
be: jobs, jobs, jobs. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 100,000 Arkansans work in retail, 
restaurant, lodging, and other service 
sectors. These service industries have 
helped keep the American economy 
afloat in recent years. 

From restaurants like U.S. Cafe in 
Dardanelle, where I flipped burgers and 
fried fish as a teenager, to the conven-
tion hotels in Hot Springs, Arkansans 
rely on service industries every day as 
both employees and customers. 

Unfortunately, the Obama adminis-
tration’s many failed policies are im-
periling our service sector. Nowhere is 
this more true than with ObamaCare. 
Service-oriented companies often have 
large and shifting workforces, they op-
erate on extremely thin margins, and 
they cannot thrive on uncertainty. 
ObamaCare brings nothing but uncer-
tainty. 

The House took an important step 
last week by voting to delay both the 
employer and the individual mandates 
in ObamaCare, but the only real solu-
tion is to repeal this awful law. Other-
wise, service-sector employees and 
businesses will suffer continued set-
backs, which means our economy will 
suffer yet another blow. 

f 

DEFENDING FREEDOMS PROJECT: 
NABEEL RAJAB 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to discuss a Bahraini prisoner of con-
science, Nabeel Rajab, a prominent 
human rights activist and the presi-
dent of the Bahrain Center for Human 
Rights. Nabeel Rajab was sentenced to 
3 years in jail simply for engaging in 
nonviolent political protests. 
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